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Executive Summary

This is a time in history where feelings of one people towards another will affect the very future of the world as we know it. On all sides we see a hardening of attitudes and an increase in prejudice and misconceptions. In such a climate, world stability is threatened, and the long-standing friendship between Americans and the Arab World seems to fade behind a wall of fear.

To counter this situation fresh approaches are necessary to produce more positive feelings -- approaches that create accessible frameworks attracting millions of people to the enjoyment of other people and their culture. It is our belief that only after positive grass roots attitude change will people work together more harmoniously towards peaceful relations. 

 

Beginning in Fall 2003, The Friendship Caravan will offer a forum for long-term people-to-people communication and cross-cultural exchange at a grass-roots level. This high-profile media-friendly event will symbolically propose a period of renewal and conciliation between the West and the Arab and Muslim World, after two years of international trauma. 

Like a clothesline spanning a continent, we will offer exciting activities produced jointly with other organizations. Moreover, our emphasis on outreach to children creates the basis for long-lasting attitude change. 

 

Employing the time-honored communications icon of a slowly-advancing caravan, we will set out from west to east across America with more than a dozen camels and Arabian horses, accompanied by two trucks filled with exhibits on the Arab world. The people in the caravan will include scores of representatives from the Arab and Muslim world, America, and other nations who will be welcomed into American cities to share their culture and ideas. Wending eastward from California into Middle America and onto the East Coast, we will conclude with a pilgrimage though New York City to Ground Zero. Mainstream Americans will be attracted to this sharing by our accessible approach and accent on universal themes such as music and fun.

Already in the planning are town meetings, encounters among children of different cultures (direct and via teleconference), musical events, meetings with political and spiritual leaders, and the creation of World Day 2003 for the Caravan kick off. Outreach over the Internet into school systems worldwide is the backbone of the Caravan’s extensive educational program.

The Friendship Caravan, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is the brainchild of Michael Kirtley, a photojournalist who has worked with National Geographic, Life, Géo and others, specializing in North and West Africa. The organization’s mission is twofold:

-- To stimulate grass roots people-to-people friendship, through events designed to attract local, national, and international media attention.

-- To instill positive, optimistic feelings into this period of fear and uncertainty. 

To learn more, please visit the Caravan web site: www.friendshipcaravan.org 
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